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Suspects target Democrats

California men charged with plotting to
blow up Democratic headquarters. 2A

Another bid for sheriff

Report shows Robert Chody plans to
run again in 2024. Metro & State, 1B XGFGGI-10602z
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*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilteras the “#1 rated
professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per household.No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. **Must
present at time of estimate. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio.
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A site near Taylor is competing with
Austin to land Samsung’s $17 billion new
chipmaking facility, and the Taylor
school district is considering an incen-

tives deal that could give the tech giant a
$314 million tax break over 10 years, ac-
cording to new documents filed with the
state Thursday.

Filings with the Texas comptroller’s
office earlier this year showed that Sam-
sung was seeking more than $1 billion in
potential incentives agreements from

several Travis County taxing entities to
potentially build the new facility —
which the company says will create 1,800
new jobs — on a site next to its existing
Austin operations.

But the new filing — a proposed in-
centives agreement between Samsung
and the Taylor Independent School Dis-

trict — confirms that a Williamson Coun-
ty site is also in the running. That had
been reported earlier by several media
outlets, but Samsung had previously de-
clined to confirm it. Thursday’s filing
does not give the specific location of the
property, other than that it is near Taylor.

Samsung is also considering two loca-
tions in Arizona — near Goodyear and 

Taylor competes for Samsung site
Austin also trying to woo tech giant for $17B chip facility
Kara Carlson
Austin American-Statesman

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SAMSUNG, Page 4A

Employers in the Austin metro area
added more than 8,000 workers to pay-
rolls last month amid what continues to
be a fast-paced economic recovery for
the region as the coronavirus pandemic
wanes.

The local unemployment rate for June
slipped to 4.4%, according to seasonally
adjusted figures released Friday by the
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. That was
down from 4.6% in May and was the
fourth consecutive monthly decline.

Economists called the direction of
the unemployment rate significant but
said the strong job gains are an even
better, on-the-ground reflection of con-
ditions in the area. That’s because the
regional labor force has been increasing
as more people decide the time is ripe to
seek work or move into the area for op-
portunities, which has an impact on the
unemployment rate calculation.

“At the end of the day, what matters
is the number of people who get jobs
out there and are earning money and
putting bread on the table,” said Jason 

Rae Bennett hands ice cream to a customer Friday at Amy’s Ice Cream on South Congress Avenue. The Austin metro 
area’s economy is expanding as the pandemic’s grip eases. PHOTOS BY MIKALA COMPTON/AMERICAN-STATESMAN

Austin adds 8,000
to payrolls in June

Jobs report shows fast-paced recovery
Bob Sechler
Austin American-Statesman

USA TODAY NETWORK

See JOBS, Page 8A

Satterfield Construction foreman Elvis
Nunez works Friday on finishing details
in the Alo Yoga store’s construction on
South Congress. Austin has seen a
decrease in June jobless rates amid a
resurging economy.

When a veteran Austin homicide
detective met with prosecutors to dis-
cuss his upcoming grand jury testimo-
ny in the shooting of an armed Black
Lives Matter protester,
he documented in the
case file his dismay at a
request of prosecutors.

Detective David Fu-
gitt, according to newly
filed court documents,
said they instructed
him to dramatically
scale down his presentation of his evi-
dence in the case involving Daniel Per-
ry, who says he acted in self-defense
when he shot and killed Garrett Foster
a year ago in downtown Austin.

The documents, filed by Perry’s
Dallas attorney Clinton Broden, accuse

Travis County District Attorney 
José Garza speaks during a press
conference about the indictment of
former Army Sgt. Daniel Scott Perry
on a murder charge in the shooting
death of Garrett Foster. RICARDO B.

BRAZZIELL/AMERICAN-STATESMAN

GARRETT FOSTER CASE

Detective
alleges
he was
muzzled
Friction between DA,
police starts to emerge 

Katie Hall and Tony Plohetski
Austin American-Statesman

USA TODAY NETWORK

See DETECTIVE, Page 3A
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prosecutors of manipulating the grand
jury system to get three indictments
against Perry, including a murder
charge, and make the bold claim that
prosecutors committed witness tam-
pering by interfering with Fugitt’s
planned testimony. 

Some — though not all — of the evi-
dence omitted focuses on Foster’s char-
acter and other protesters’ actions. 

In their 44-page response, Travis
County District Attorney José Garza and
other prosecutors sharply deny that
they did anything improper. Perry was
given a fair grand jury presentation,
they said. Fugitt only knows what he
presented to the grand jury — not any
evidence presented outside his testimo-
ny, prosecutors said. 

“The state made a thorough and bal-
anced presentation of evidence to the
grand jury in keeping with its obliga-
tions under the law, and the defendant’s
assertions about the state’s presenta-
tion of evidence are based on unin-
formed assumptions,” Garza and Assis-
tant District Attorney Guillermo Gonza-
lez wrote.

Tension between Austin police
and Travis County prosecutors

Because grand jury proceedings are
confidential by law, what happened in
the high-profile case will likely remain
unclear — unless a judge orders a hear-
ing or the release of transcripts of grand
jury testimony.

But such strong and unusual asser-
tions based on the report of a senior po-
lice investigator — Fugitt wrote that he
asked prosecutors what “ramifications”
he would face if he didn’t comply —
again highlight brewing tension be-
tween Austin police and Travis County
prosecutors at a time of shifting dynam-
ics between the two agencies. 

Notably, Fugitt had determined that
the shooting, for which Perry also faces
charges of aggravated assault and dead-
ly conduct, was a justifiable homicide,
according to the filing.

Historically, the Police Department
and prosecutors have worked closely on

such high-profile cases. In this instance,
however, Fugitt’s documentation of his
interactions with prosecutors is being
used by Broden to bolster its efforts to
get the case against his client dis-
missed.

Much of the ongoing friction rests on
Garza’s efforts to prioritize different
crimes than his predecessors did and to
increase police accountability through
indictments of several officers recently.

The encounter between Foster and
Perry began July 25 when Perry, who
was driving for Uber at the time, turned
right onto Congress Avenue and drove

through a crowd of protesters, accord-
ing to people at the scene. He did not hit
anyone, but protesters said they were
alarmed by the action.

Questions about report in Garrett
Foster case

Several protesters — including Fos-
ter, who was legally carrying an assault-
style rifle — approached Perry’s car, po-
lice have said. Perry told investigators
Foster raised his weapon at him and
that’s when Perry fired. 

Perry drove away and then called po-
lice. Officers released him after ques-
tioning him. 

Foster, a U.S. Air Force veteran, had
been participating in Black Lives Matter
protests for weeks with his fiancée, a
quadruple amputee. Foster was dis-
charged to be her full-time caretaker. 

Perry is an active-duty sergeant in
the U.S. Army. 

Broden, is seeking an evidence hear-
ing in state District Judge Clifford
Brown’s courtroom in support of a mo-
tion to dismiss Perry’s indictment, and
prosecutors asked Brown to deny such a
hearing. 

Much of Broden’s motion relies on
notes from Fugitt’s report about what he
says prosecutors told him not to say. 

According to the filing, prosecutors
asked Fugitt not to share evidence that
called statements from several witness-
es into question. Those witnesses said
Foster did not begin to raise his AK-47
assault rifle toward Perry — a key issue
in the case. But, according to Broden’s
recent filing, the police investigation
found they were not in a position to see
Foster’s actions at the time.

In additional, some of the slides that
prosecutors told Fugitt to remove from
his PowerPoint presentation pertained
to statements that a woman made to po-
lice on the aggravated assault charge.
According to Fugitt, the woman never
suggested that Perry threatened her by
driving a vehicle in her direction, as the
grand jury concluded. The woman told
police that Perry stopped his car so that
people would not be run over, the court
filing states. 

Fugitt’s full report is not publicly
available. 

“The system clearly broke down, and
that directly led to Sgt. Perry’s indict-

ment,” Broden said in a statement. 
In the prosecutors’ response to Bro-

den’s filing, they noted that they are not
able to counter some of Broden’s allega-
tions because it would cause them to
disclose grand jury information. How-
ever, Garza said, it is not the job of grand
jury witnesses, such as Fugitt, to pre-
sent all information they think is rele-
vant. 

“Assuming — as defendant has as-
serted — Det. Fugitt was a witness in the
grand jury proceeding, he was called to
appear before the grand jury to give tes-
timony and not to present any and all
demonstrative exhibits or information
that he desired,” Garza wrote.

Additionally, Travis County prosecu-
tors have voluntarily authored an order
that, if a judge signs it, will grant Perry
access to all grand jury transcripts and
exhibits.

“The state fully expects the full set of
transcripts and exhibits to alleviate any
concerns about the fair and balanced
nature of the grand jury presentation,”
Garza said. 

He also said that prosecutors did not
coerce Fugitt’s testimony in any way
and that Broden has not “presented evi-
dence beyond bare assertions.” 

The case is at least the second high-
profile investigation recently that ex-
posed a fissure between police and
prosecutors. 

Some officers, including interim
Chief Joe Chacon, expressed frustration
in June over prosecutors’ decision to
drop an assault with a deadly weapons
charge against a 17-year-old both prose-
cutors and police initially believed
should be arrested in a Sixth Street
shooting that killed a New York tourist
and injured 13 others.

Prosecutors said they dropped those
charges after the investigation deter-
mined that he didn’t fire shots, as they
originally believed.

Police, however, said they still
thought the older teen should face
charges because he had a gun and pos-
sibly drew it during the melee. Detec-
tives, however, have not submitted new
charges for prosecutors to consider.

Prosecutors said they have not ruled
out charging the teen in the future, but
want to focus their efforts on the more
significant murder case against the al-
leged gunman. 

Garrett Foster was marching in
downtown Austin on July 25 with his
fiancée, Whitney Mitchell, when he
was fatally shot by Army Sgt. Daniel
Perry, who says he fired on Foster, an
Air Force veteran who was also armed,
in self-defense. COURTESY OF ANNA MAYO

Austin police Detective David Fugitt.
RICARDO BRAZZIELL/AMERICAN-STATESMAN

Detective
Continued from Page 1A

BERLIN – In one flooded German
town, the ground collapsed under family
homes. In another, floodwaters swept
through an assisted living center, killing
12.

Rescue workers across Germany and
Belgium rushed Friday to prevent more
deaths from the continent’s worst flood-
ing in years as the disaster claimed doz-
ens more lives and the search went on for
hundreds of missing people. The death
toll stood at more than 125.

Fueled by days of heavy rain, the
floodwaters also left thousands of Ger-
mans homeless after their dwellings
were destroyed or deemed to be at risk,
and elected officials began to worry
about the lingering economic effects
from lost homes and businesses.

Elsewhere in Europe, dikes on swollen
rivers were at risk of collapsing, and
crews raced to reinforce flood barriers.

Sixty-three people perished in the
German state of Rhineland-Palatinate,
including 12 residents of an assisted liv-
ing facility for disabled people in the
town of Sinzig who were surprised by a
sudden rush of water from the nearby
Ahr River, authorities said.

In neighboring North Rhine-West-
phalia state, the number of dead stood at
43, but officials warned that it could in-
crease.

German President Frank-Walter
Steinmeier said he was “stunned” by the
devastation and pledged support to the
families of those killed and to cities and
towns facing significant damage.

“In the hour of need, our country
stands together,” Steinmeier said in a
statement. “It’s important that we show
solidarity for those from whom the flood
has taken everything.”

A harrowing rescue effort unfolded in
the German town of Erftstadt, southwest
of Cologne, where people were trapped
when the ground gave way and their
homes collapsed.

Fifty people were rescued from their
houses, county administrator Frank
Rock told German broadcaster n-tv. Ae-
rial photos showed what appeared to be
a massive landslide at a gravel pit on the

town’s edge.
“One has to assume that under the cir-

cumstances some people didn’t manage
to escape,” Rock said.

Authorities cautioned that the large
number of missing could stem from du-
plicated reports and difficulties reaching
people because of closed roads and dis-
rupted phone service.

After Germany, where the death toll
stood at 106, Belgium was the hardest
hit. The country had confirmed the
deaths of 20 people, with another 20 still
missing, Belgian Interior Minister Anne-
lies Verlinden told the VRT network Fri-
day.

Several dikes on the Meuse Rriver
that runs from Belgium into the Nether-
lands were at risk of collapsing, Verlin-
den said. Authorities in the southern
Dutch town of Venlo evacuated 200 hos-
pital patients due to the river’s looming
threat.

The governor of North Rhine-West-
phalia, who hopes to succeed Chancellor
Angela Merkel as the nation’s leader af-
ter Germany’s election on Sept. 26, said
the disaster had caused immense eco-
nomic damage to the country’s most
densely populated state.

“The floods have literally pulled the
ground from beneath many people’s
feet,” Gov. Armin Laschet said. “They
lost their houses, farms or businesses.”

Federal and state officials have
pledged financial aid to the affected
areas.

Malu Dreyer, the governor of Rhine-
land-Palatinate state, said the disaster
showed the need to speed up efforts to
curb global warming. She accused Las-
chet and Merkel’s center-right Union
bloc of hindering efforts to achieve great-
er greenhouse gas reductions in Germa-
ny, Europe’s biggest economy and a ma-
jor emitter of planet-warming gases.

“Climate change isn’t abstract any-
more. We are experiencing it up close
and painfully,” she told the Funke media
group.

Steinmeier, the German president, re-
peated his calls for greater efforts to
combat global warming.

“Only if we decisively take up the fight
against climate change will we be able to
limit the extreme weather conditions we
are now experiencing,” he said.

Experts say such disasters could be-
come more common in the future.

“Some parts of Western Europe ... re-
ceived up to two months of rainfall in the
space of two days. What made it worse is
that the soils were already saturated by
previous rainfall,” World Meteorological
Organization spokesperson Clare Nullis
said. 

While she said it was too soon to
blame the floods and preceding heat
wave on rising global temperatures, Nul-
lis added: “Climate change is already in-
creasing the frequency of extreme
events. And many single events have
been shown to be made worse by global
warming.”

The German military had deployed
over 850 troops to help with flood ef-
forts, and the need for help is growing,
Defense Ministry spokesman Arne Col-
latz said. He said the ministry had trig-
gered a “military disaster alarm.”

Italy sent civil protection officials,
firefighters and rescue dinghies to Bel-
gium to help in the search for missing
people.

In the southern Dutch province of
Limburg, which also has been hit hard by
flooding, troops piled sandbags to
strengthen a 0.7-mile stretch of dike
along the Maas River, and police helped
evacuate low-lying neighborhoods.

Caretaker Dutch Prime Minister Mark
Rutte said the government was officially
declaring flooded regions disaster areas,
making businesses and residents eligi-
ble for compensation. Dutch King Wil-
lem-Alexander visited the region Thurs-
day night and called the scenes “heart-
breaking.”

Meanwhile, heavy rain in Switzerland
caused several rivers and lakes to burst
their banks. Public broadcaster SRF re-
ported that a flash flood swept away
cars, flooded basements and destroyed
small bridges late Thursday in the north-
ern villages of Schleitheim und Beggin-
gen.

Erik Schulz, the mayor of the hard-hit
German city of Hagen, 31 miles northeast
of Cologne, said a wave of other regions
and ordinary citizens offered to help.

“We have many, many citizens saying
‘I can offer a place to stay. Where can I go
to help? ... Where can I bring my shovel
and bucket?’ ” he told n-tv. “The city is
standing together, and you can feel that.”

Rescuers race to prevent more deaths 
More than 125 lives lost;
thousands of Germans
homeless in flooding

Frank Jordans 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Damaged cars pile up on a residential street after flooding in Chenee, Province
of Liege, Belgium, on Friday. PHOTOS BY VALENTIN BIANCHI/AP

A resident sweeps water and mud out
of her house after flooding in Chenee,
Province of Liege, Belgium, on Friday.


